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Monitor script coverage, continuity and technical camera details during 
shooting

Overview

This standard involves monitoring all aspects of script, continuity and technical details 
during shooting days. This could apply to any type of scripted production including 
feature films and TV dramas.

This includes checking that all aspects of the script are covered, monitoring rewrites, 
monitoring continuity of props, lighting, costume, hair, make up, actors and cameras, 
dealing with pick ups and identifying and reporting discrepancies.

This standard is relevant to Script supervisors.
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Performance criteria

You must be able to:

1. give clear and tactful prompts to actors when required
2. check that actors' actions are consistent with original rehearsals
3. inform relevant people when there are significant changes to actors' actions
4. monitor continuity of props, lighting, costume, hair and make up
5. ensure that clapperboards include all relevant information throughout shooting
6. monitor the timing of action, continuity of movement and dialogue and camera 
moves throughout shooting
7. inform camera department colleagues when subsequent takes are a pick- up
8. make sure that sufficient overlapping action is shot on pick-ups
9. inform actors of continuity and dialogue requirements for pick-ups at appropriate 
times
10. provide crew and performers with clear explanations about any continuity 
problems without delay
11. ensure accurate continuity at pick-up points
12. inform relevant people about the effects of any re-writes on story and continuity
13. make sure that all scripted dialogue and action is covered and storyline is 
accurate and consistent
14. monitor the pace and matching speed of all actions
15. make sure that camera angles result in correct eyelines and matching screen 
directions
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Knowledge and understanding

You need to know and understand:

1. how to find out whether prompting is required
2. whether it is important that actors' actions are consistent with original rehearsals
3. the types of information required on clapper boards including slate, scene and 
sound information plus details of any additional cameras and when subsequent 
takes are a pick up
4. how to calculate screen times using running times
5. how to mark-up scripts and what information to include
6. people to inform about significant changes in script or actors actions including 
directors, assistant directors, actors, and camera departments
7. why overlapping action is required on pick ups
8. how to inform actors and crew about continuity problems and appropriate times 
to do so
9. when and why it is necessary to monitor the pace and matching speeds of all 
actions including those of animals, vehicles and actors
10. how to ensure that camera angles result in correct eyelines and matching 
screen directions
11. why it is important to monitor all cameras involved
12. how timing of action, continuity of movement and dialogue and camera moves 
can affect matching of subsequent cover shots
13. the effect of re-writes on story and continuity whether strict continuity is always 
essential
14. how continuity issues may affect production budgets
15. how technological developments affect the script supervisor's role
16. the requirements of the relevant Health and Safety legislation and procedures
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